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FOR RELEASE: 4 April 1974
FROM: Kika de la Garza
93-425
Washington, D C--Once again I have had an opportunity to speak in the House
for a measure that would enable residents of the United States to gain the privilege of U S
citizenship even though they are not fully conversant with the English language.
A House amendment to an immigration bill passed by the Senate would exempt any
person over 50 years of age, who has been living in the U S for 20 years or more at the time
an application for naturalization is filed, from the requirement of fluent understanding of
the English language. It will not exclude them from the basic requirements of a knowledge
of our government and history as required by law.
In South Texas the persons who will benefit from this exemption are, for the
most part, the fathers and mothers of a fine representative generation of young Americans born
and reared in this country. I know, as other South Texans know, the extent to which these
parents have sacrificed themselves to educate their children and bring them up in the tra-
ditional American way.
To me these sacrifices show a spirit of loyalty and devotion to democratic
ideals and a dedication to the welfare of the United States which signify a sense of good
citizenship in its highest form. These elderly longtime residents have demonstrated their
qualifications for citizenship in this basic manner. They should not be deprived of the op-
portunity to become citizens merely because, devoting themselves to years of strug~le to earn
a living for themselves and their children, they have been unable to fluently read and write
the English language.
They have been good citizens in fact for many years. In some instances their
sons have given their lives in the defense of our Nation and the cause of freedom. They
should not be denied the citizenship they so earnestly desire.
It was interesting to learn of the many areas of the United States affected
and the languages involved. To name a few were Chinese, Japanese, Italian, Polish, German,
Russian, Slovac, Bohemian, Spanish, Portuguese, Swedish, Danish, French, Slavs, Croats, and
I was informed that there were even a few Irish oldsters around Boston who still speak Gaelic.
* * * *
DROWNING IN PAPERWORK--The bill I recently introduced in the House, with
some of my colleagues, designed to relieve the small businessman of the heavy burden of paper-
work demanded by a vast array of Federal regulations has attracted considerable attention.
My bill directs the Comptroller General of the U S to conduct a study of this
burden on independent business establishments. The purpose is to find out how these require-
ments can be revised to lighten the load. Many South Texas businessman know how great the
need is for cutting down the paperwork they must do to comply with Federal requirements.
Farmers also struggle not to drmro. in the sea of pa!,en~ork. The energy crisis
has given birth to many forms that must be filled out by fuel-hungry South Texans.
According to the flational Federation of Independent Business, reports required by various
Federal agencies use overall an estimated 10 billion sheets of paper a year (and there's a
paper shortage too) and the costs of filling out these sheets of paper total about $18
billion dollars.
I think the Comptroller General's report proposed in my bill would prove
enlightening and helpful.
~'r * * *
InCOME TAX OVERPA~1ENT--Congressional committee hearings have made it clear
that many older Americans are needlessly overpaying their income taxes. Expert witnesses said
that perhaps as many as one-half of all elderly taxpayers are paying more than they rightly
owe. Too many of them apparently are unaware of legitimate deductions, credits and ex-
emptions which can result in worthwhile savings.
I suggest that elderly South Texans who are overwhelmed by the complexities
of the tax law and do not understand just what exemptions they are entitled to claim have
no hesitancy in asking help from the Internal Revenue Service. Full information should be
obtained about deductible medical expenses, insurance premiums, drugs and medicines, casualty
or theft losses, and other possibilities.
Remember, in the first place, that in addition to the regular $750 exemption
allowed a taxpayer a husband and wife who are 65 or older on the last day of the taxable
year are each entitled to an additional exemption of $750 because of age. That can help.
No group in our Nation has been more responsive to their citizenship duties
than persons past 65. This very willingness to meet their responsibilities is all the more
reason for them not to pay more taxes than the law requires.
* * * *
EDUCATION PAYS--College costs have risen but a college education still pays
off, according to the latest U S Census Bureau study of incomes.
The average lifetime income for a man with a college degree is estimated at
$758,000, compared with $479,000 for a male high school graduate and $344,999 for one who
only finished elementary school.
* * * *
~1R STREAKER--The fad for streaking has reached Capitol Hill and it has been
rumored that a member was seen joining in that pastime because he wanted to be
"The Streaker of the House", but not this member, I'm happy with our Streaker--
* * * *
VISITORS FROM HOME--Visiting my office from home this past week were
!-Ir Raul Martinez of IkAllen; Rev and Hrs Buddy Owens of Mission; Mr Rick Holden
and Mr M M Holden of Pharr; and Mr Gilbert Alaniz of San Juan.
* * * *
